Z_POPGO_0.5.0
	Field description
	Field name
	Field version
	Field length
	Field type
	Field level

	Graduate Outcomes marker for the Student Course Session to indicate if the student should be included in the target population
	Z_POPGOSCSMRK
	0.4.0
	1
	Bit
	5

	Identifies if the graduate is in the Graduate Outcomes target population during the cycle.
	Z_POPGO_CYC
	0.5.0
	1
	Bit
	6

	Identifies the census period of the Graduate Outcomes target population
	Z_POPGOCENSUS_CYC
	0.1.0
	3
	Char
	7

	Identifies the census collection year of the Graduate Outcomes target population
	Z_POPGOCOLLYR_CYC
	0.1.0
	4
	Char
	7



Entity
StudentCourseSession.Z_POPGOSCSMRK  – calculated for every Student Course Session, indicating if the criteria are satisfied to be included in Graduate Outcomes target population.
Engagement.Z_POPGO_CYC  – calculated for every Engagement indicating if the graduate was in the Graduate Outcomes target population in the cycle
Engagement.Z_POPGOCENSUS_CYC – calculated for every Engagement indicating the census period of the graduate in the Graduate Outcomes target population.
Engagement.Z_POPGOCOLLYR_CYC  – calculated for every Engagement in the Graduate Outcomes target population indicating the August-July collection year the Engagement ends in.

Valid entries
Download valid entries as csv
	Field name
	Code
	Label

	Z_POPGOSCSMRK
(New field)
	0
	The SCS is NOT counted within the Graduate Outcomes target population in the cycle

	
	1
	The SCS is counted within the Graduate Outcomes target population in the cycle, subject to the second level of exclusions

	
	
	

	Z_POPGO_CYC
(XPGO01)
	0
	The Engagement is NOT counted within the Graduate Outcomes target population in the cycle

	
	1
	The Engagement is counted within the Graduate Outcomes target population in the cycle

	
	2
	The Engagement is NOT counted within the Graduate Outcomes target population in the cycle, but this record refers to a further qualifying award in the same census period

	
	
	

	Z_POPGOCENSUS_CYC
(New field)
	DEC
	The Engagement to be surveyed within the December cohort

	
	MAR
	The Engagement to be surveyed within the March cohort

	
	JUN
	The Engagement to be surveyed within the June cohort

	
	SEP
	The Engagement to be surveyed within the September cohort

	
	NOT
	The Engagement not in the Graduate Outcomes target population

	
	
	

	Z_POPGOCOLLYR_CYC
(New field)
	XXYY
	The Engagement to be surveyed within the 20XX/YY collection

	
	0000
	The not in the Graduate Outcomes target population



Dependent fields
· None
Depend upon fields
 Z_POPGOSCSMRK
· StudentCourseSession.StudyLocation.PRINONUK
· StudentCourseSession.INTERCALATION

Z_POPGO_CYC
· Student.BIRTHDTE
· Engagement.Leaver.ENGENDDATE 
· Engagement.INCOMINGEXCHANGE  
· Engagement.NUMHUS
· Engagement.Leaver.RSNENGEND 
· Engagement.Z_GLEVELGRP2_CYC
· Engagement.Z_ACT_CYC
· Engagement.Z_USN
· StudentCourseSession.Z_POPGOSCSMRK
· Engagement.QualificationAwarded.Qualification.QUALCAT 
· API.Engagement.Z_POPGO_CYC

Z_POPGOCENSUS_CYC, Z_POPGOCOLLYR_CYC
· Engagement.Leaver.ENGENDDATE 
· StudentCourseSession.Z_POPGO_CYC

Additional information
Students identified in the Graduate Outcomes target population are those returned within the cycle who have obtained relevant qualifications and whose study was full-time or part-time. Awards from dormant status are not included in the target population, except for postgraduate research qualifications.
There are several exceptions to this total-coverage population, with the following exclusions (where applicable):
1. Students obtaining the following higher education qualifications:
· Awards for visiting students (on the grounds most will go back to another higher education provider)
· Post-registration health and social care awards (on the assumption that these are likely to be currently employed students)
· Professional qualifications for serving school teachers (on the assumption that these are likely to the currently-employed students)
· Awards of credits
2. All FE level qualifications 
3. Students studying on an intercalated course
4. Students studying mainly overseas
5. Incoming exchange students
6. Deceased students
7. Qualifications awarded from dormant status, except Postgraduate Research qualifications 
8. Students who have been transferred out of the provider as part of collaborative supervision arrangements
9. Engagements that were included in the previous years Graduate Outcomes population
10. Students who were aged under 18 at the point their contact period began
Cohorts and census periods
The census periods for students gaining a relevant award/qualification are
· August to October - survey in December the following year
· November to January – survey in March following year
· February to April – survey in June following year
· May to July – survey in September following year
The majority of students completing a programme in one of the survey cohorts are surveyed fifteen months after completion. 

Technical Specification
The Graduate Outcomes population is created on the cycle running from 1 August to 31 July.
Step 1: Engagements satisfying the following criteria are not included in the population: Set Z_POPGOCENSUS_CYC = NOT; Z_POPGOCOLLYR_CYC = 0000 and Z_POPGO_CYC = 0:
a. Engagements who do not have any qualifications awarded relevant to Graduate Outcomes: Z_GLEVEL_CYC = Z9

b. Engagements with no end date or the end date is on or before 31 July in year 1 or after 31 July in year 2: There is no leaver entity; ENGENDDATE is NULL; ENGENDDATE <= 31-JUL-Y1 or ENGENDDATE > 31-JUL-Y2

c. Engagements which were in the Graduate Outcomes target population in the previous cycle based on the same qualification obtained: Z_USN + Z_GLEVEL_CYC exists in both the current and previous cycle with Z_POPGO_CYC=1 in the previous cycle

d. Incoming exchanged students: INCOMINGEXCHANGE = 01, 02, 03, 04

e. Deceased students or students who transferred out as part of collaborative supervision arrangements: RSNENGEND = 05, 12

f. Students aged under 18 at the start of the census period

Step 2: For all other Engagements.
Where there are associated Student Course Sessions, for each one, create a marker which identifies eligibility for inclusion in the Graduate Outcomes target population:
	StudentCourseSession.
INTERCALATION
	StudentCourseSession.
StudyLocation.PRINONUK
	StudentCourseSession.
Z_POPGOSCSMRK

	01
	
	0

	Otherwise 
	01
	

	
	Otherwise
	

	
	
	

	
	
	1

	
	
	



If all Student Course Sessions associated with the Engagement have Z_POPGOSCSMRK = 0, set Z_POPGOCENSUS_CYC = NOT; Z_POPGOCOLLYR_CYC = 0000 and Z_POPGO_CYC = 0.
All other Engagements have at least one associated Student Course Session with Z_POPGOSCSMRK = 1 or no associated Student Course Sessions. These qualifying Engagements are considered below with the following considerations:
1. The census period is based on the Engagement end date (August-October 'December census', November-January 'March census', February-April 'June census' and May-July 'September census')
2. For all Student.SIDs associated with only one qualifying Engagement within a census period are automatically counted in the target population.
3. For all Student.SIDs for which there are multiple qualifying Engagements within a census period, identify using Z_GLEVELGRP7_CYC, the highest ranked (lowest value) of the qualifications associated with any of the Engagements: 
a. Where multiple Engagements have equally highest ranked qualifications, the Engagement with the lowest NUMHUS is counted in the target population (Z_POPGO_CYC = 1) and the remaining have Z_POPGO_CYC set to 2.
b. Where the highest ranked qualification is only present for one of the qualifying Engagements within a census period, this one is counted in the target population (Z_POPGO_CYC = 1) and the remaining have Z_POPGO_CYC set to 2.
For all Engagements counted in the target population, Z_POPGOCOLLYEAR is set as the population year reference and Z_POPGOCENSUS_CYC is set as the appropriate cohort. Engagements not counted in the target population will have  Z_POPGOCOLLYEAR set to 0000 and Z_POPGOCENSUS_CYC is set as NOT.
For example, an Engagement in the target population with ENGENDDATE >=01-AUG-2023 AND ENGENDDATE<=31-JUL-2024 will have Z_POPGOCOLLYR_CYC set to 2324. 

	Engage
ment.
Z_GLEVELGRP2_CYC
	Engagement.
Z_ACT_CYC
	[bookmark: _Hlk43402479]Engage
ment.
Leaver.
ENGEND
DATE
	Student.
BIRTHDTE
	Number of matching Engage
ments
	Associated qualifications awarded position in hierarchy

	Engagement

	Engage
ment.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Z_POPGO
_CYC
	Engage
ment.
Z_POPGO
CENSUS
_CYC
	Engage
ment.
Z_POP
GOCOLL
YR_CYC

	Z9
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	NOT
	0000

	02, 03, 04
	0
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	NOT
	0000

	
	
	>=01-AUG-Y1 and <=31-OCT-Y1
	<=01-DEC-(Y2-18)
	More than 1
	One or more equally high
	Lowest NUMHUS identifier
	1
	DEC
	Y1Y2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Others 
	2
	NOT
	0000

	
	
	
	
	
	Otherwise 
	Highest ranked qualification
	1
	DEC
	Y1Y2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Others
	2
	NOT
	0000

	
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	DEC
	Y1Y2

	
	
	
	>01-DEC-(Y2-18) 
or NULL
	
	
	
	0
	NOT
	0000

	
	
	>= 01-NOV-Y1 and <= 31-JAN-Y2
	<= 01-MAR-(Y3-18)
	More than 1
	One or more equally high
	Lowest NUMHUS identifier
	1
	MAR
	Y1Y2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Others
	2
	NOT
	0000

	
	
	
	
	
	Otherwise
	Highest ranked qualification
	1
	MAR
	Y1Y2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Others
	2
	NOT
	0000

	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	1
	MAR
	Y1Y2

	
	
	
	>01-MAR-(Y3-18) or NULL
	
	
	
	0
	NOT
	0000

	
	
	>= 01-FEB-Y2 and <= 30-APR-Y2
	<= 01-JUN-(Y3-18)
	More than 1
	One or more equally high
	Lowest NUMHUS identifier
	1
	JUN
	Y1Y2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Others
	2
	NOT
	0000

	
	
	
	
	
	Otherwise
	Highest ranked qualification
	1
	JUN
	Y1Y2

	[bookmark: _Hlk43401710]
	
	
	
	
	
	Others
	2
	NOT
	0000

	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	1
	JUN
	Y1Y2

	
	
	
	<= 01-JUN-(Y3-18) or NULL
	
	
	
	0
	NOT
	0000

	
	
	>= 01-MAY-Y2 and <= 31-JUL-Y2
	<= 01-SEP-(Y3-18)
	More than 1
	One or more equally high
	Lowest NUMHUS identifier
	1
	SEP
	Y1Y2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Others
	2
	NOT
	0000

	
	
	
	
	
	Otherwise
	Highest ranked qualification
	1
	SEP
	Y1Y2

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Others
	2
	NOT
	0000

	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	1
	SEP
	Y1Y2

	
	
	
	>= 01-SEP-(Y3-18) or NULL
	
	
	
	0
	NOT
	0000



Revision history
2021-10-28	0.0.1	Updated field levels to 5, 6 and 7 respectively due to dependence on Z_GLEVELGRP2_CYC (level 4). Update the list of dependent fields as per the technical spec.
2021-12-14	0.0.2	Removed reference to code Z4 as it’s not a valid entry for Z_GLEVELGRP2_CYC.
2022-08-01	0.0.3	Z_POPGOSCSMRK, Z_POPGO_CYC: Field type updated to BIT.
2022-10-26	0.1.0	Z_POPGOSCSMRK updated to use StudyLocation.PRINONUK = 01 in place of Z_PRINONUKSCS = 1.
2022-12-22	0.1.1 	Technical spec updated to clarify that engagements in the previous year are set to Z_POPGO_CYC=0 in the current year in step 1 of the derivation are not included in step 2 of the derivation. Unknown code updated to Z9 in technical spec (tables 1 and 2).
2023-02-01	0.2.0	Field name for Z_POPGOSCS_MRK updated to Z_POPGOSCSMRK for consistency with other derived fields.
2023-03-09     0.2.1    Z_POPGO_CYC legacy equivalent field updated to XPGO01 
2023-04-03	0.3.0	Technical spec updated to remove the codes 05 and __ in the list of codes in Table 1 under Engagement.Z_GLEVELGRP2_CYC as these are not valid codes. Table 2 updated to include the new codes Engagement.INCOMINGEXCHANGE = 03 and 04, and updating the list of codes in Z_GLEVEL_CYC to be <> Z9  Additional information corrected, exclusion 9 the Instances changed to Engagement and 10 to read under 18. 
2023-05-23	0.4.0 Spec amended to account for the possibility of Engagements not having an associated Student Course Session. Table 2 amended to exclude any engagements that are dormant (except Postgraduate research students) and intercalating students where they have no SCS. Z_GLEVEL_CYC changed to be Z_GLEVELGRP2_CYC in table 2 to include PGR students easily. 
2023-06-29	0.5.0 Spec updated to account for students who don’t gain a qualification to remove them from the population: Z_POPGO_CYC = 0, Z_POPGOCENSUS_CYC = NOT, Z_POPGOCOLLYR_CYC = 000.

